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Mr. Ruskin at Lucca with drawings commissioned for St.
George's Guild. But he soon returned to his new friends,
and did not leave Florence finally until he had acquired
the wonderful collection of 110 drawings, with beautifully
written text, in which Miss Alexander had enshrined " The
Roadside Songs of Tuscany."

Returning homewards by the Mont Cenis he stayed
a while at Talloires, a favourite haunt (see ante, p. 28),
extremely content to be among romantic scenery, and able
to work steadily at a new edition of his works in a much
cheaper form, of which the first volumes were at this time
in hand. He had been making further studies, also, in
history and Alpine geology ; but at last the snow drove
him away from the mountains. So he handed over the
geology to his assistant, who compiled The Limestone
Alps of Savoy (supplementary to Deucalion} " as he could,
not as he would," while Mr. Ruskin wrote out the new
ideas suggested by his visit to Citeaux and St. Bernard's
birthplace. These notes he completed on the journey home,
and gave as a lecture on " Cistercian Architecture ".(London
Institution, December 4th, 1882), in place of the previously
advertised lecture on crystallography.

He seemed now to have quite recovered his health, and
to be ready for re-entry into public life. What was more,
he had many new things to say. The attacks of brain
fever had passed over him like passing storms, leaving a
clear sky.

After his retirement from the Oxford Professorship, a
subscription had been opened for a bust by Sir Edgar
Boehm, as a memorial of a University benefactor; and the
clay model (now in the Sheffield Museum) was placed in
the Drawing School pending the collection of the necessarysimplicity.
